
Draft 2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – World Languages  
7.1 World Languages Novice High by the End of Grade 8, Grade 12* 

Interpretive Mode of Communication 

Novice High learners sometimes understand information from sentence-length speech in basic personal and social contexts where there is contextual 
support, though comprehension may often be very uneven. They are able to understand speech and writing dealing with areas of practical need such as 
highly standardized messages, phrases, or instructions, if the vocabulary has been learned.  

 Core Idea Performance Expectations 

Learning a language involves interpreting 
meaning from listening, viewing, and reading 
culturally authentic materials in the target 
language. 

• 7.1.NH. IPRET.1: Identify familiar words and phrases in culturally authentic materials related to
targeted themes.

• 7.1.NH. IPRET.2: Understand the main idea and occasionally infer the meaning of some highly
contextualized, unfamiliar spoken or written words, phrases, and short sentences in culturally
authentic materials related to targeted themes

• 7.1.NH. IPRET.3: Respond and act on a series of oral and written instructions, directions, and
commands.

• 7.1.NH. IPRET.4: Recognize some common gestures and cultural practices associated with target
culture(s).

• 7.1.NH. IPRET.5: Identify some unique linguistic elements in the target culture.

• 7.1.NH. IPRET.6: Interpret some common cultural practices associated with the target culture(s).

• 7.1.NH. IPRET.7: Comprehend some familiar questions and statements from short conversations
and brief written messages from informational and fictional texts that are spoken, viewed and
written.

• 7.1.NH. IPRET.8: Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral and written messages using
contextualized culturally authentic materials on global issues, including climate change.

* By the End of Grade 12 (if new language is started in high school)



Intercultural Statements Possible Topics 

Through the target language, learners identify 
and investigate some typical products related to 
everyday life in the target culture(s) and in the 
learners’ own culture. They begin to infer 
perspectives (attitudes, values, beliefs, the way 
a native speaker living in the target culture 
interprets meaning) of the target culture society. 

Communities, animals and their habitats, technology, geography, climate, fine and performing arts. 

Learners recognize and identify a few typical 
practices of the target culture. 

Community life, reasons and patterns of animal migration, changes to human life because of 
technology, impact of geography on individuals, the outcomes of climate change on the target people, 
reflection of a society in its fine and practical arts 

Interpersonal Mode of Communication 

Novice High learners understand and communicate at the phrase and sentence level and can use words, lists, and simple sentences independently when 
talking about everyday life. They can handle a few uncomplicated communicative tasks when the situations are straightforward and the contexts familiar. 
Conversation is limited to basic personal information, basic objects, and a limited number of activities, preferences, and needs. Novice High learners 
understand and respond to simple direct questions and requests and can independently ask a few formulaic questions. They rely on learned language that 
they begin to recombine to express their own ideas and needs. Novice High learners use sentence-level speech but often revert to words and phrases.  

Core Idea Performance Expectations 

Interpersonal communication between and 
among people is the exchange of information 
and the negotiation of meaning. 

• 7.1.NH.IPERS.1: Exchange basic information by recombining memorized words, phrases, and
sentences on topics related to self and targeted themes to express original ideas and information.

• 7.1.NH.IPERS.2: Ask and respond to questions on practiced topics and on information from
other subjects.

• 7.1.NH.IPERS.3: Make requests and express preferences in classroom settings and in various
social situations.

• 7.1.NH.IPERS.4: Give and follow a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests
for participating in classroom and cultural activities.
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Core Idea Performance Expectations 

• 7.1.NH.IPERS.5: Imitate appropriate gestures, intonation, and common idiomatic expressions of 
the target culture(s)/language during daily interactions. 

• 7.1.NH.IPERS.6: Using information from brief oral and written messages on global issues, 
exchange information with classmates and others about global issues, including climate change. 

 

Intercultural Statements Possible Topics 

Through the target language, learners identify 
and investigate some typical products related to 
everyday life in the target culture(s) and in the 
learners’ own culture. They begin to infer 
perspectives (attitudes, values, beliefs, the way 
a native speaker living in the target culture 
interprets meaning) of the target culture society. 

Communities, animals and their habitats, technology, geography, climate, fine and performing arts. 

Learners recognize and identify a few typical 
practices of the target culture. 

Community life compared to life and citizenry in the U.S., reasons for and patterns of animal 
migration, changes to human life because of technology, impact of geography on individuals, the 
outcomes of climate change on the target people, reflection of a society in its fine and practical arts. 
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Presentational Mode of Communication 

Novice High learners present information using words, phrases, and some sentences to talk about themselves, their interests, their preferences, and 
other topics of interest. They begin to speak and write at the sentence level on familiar topics, yet their communication is often a mixture of words, 
phrases, and simple sentences. 

Core Idea Performance Expectations 

Presentational communication involves 
presenting information, concepts, and ideas to 
an audience of listeners or readers on a variety 
of topics.  

• 7.1.NH.PRSNT.1: Recombine basic information at the phrase and sentence level related to 
everyday topics and themes. 

• 7.1.NH.PRSNT.2: Create and present brief messages using familiar vocabulary orally or in 
writing. 

• 7.1.NH.PRSNT.3: Describe orally and in writing people and things from the home and school 
environment.  

• 7.1.NH.PRSNT.4: Tell or retell stories from age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic 
materials orally or in writing. 

• 7.1.NH.PRSNT.5: When speaking and writing, use simple sentences and try to connect them with 
a few transition words. 

• 7.1.NH.PRSNT.6: Tell or write a few details about the impact of climate change in the target 
language regions of the world and compare those impacts with climate change in the student's 
community and/or different regions in the United States.  
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Intercultural Statements Possible Topics 

Through the target language, learners identify 
and investigate some typical products related to 
everyday life in the target culture(s) and in the 
learners’ own culture. They begin to infer 
perspectives (attitudes, values, beliefs, the way 
a native speaker living in the target culture 
interprets meaning) of the target culture society. 

Communities, animals and their habitats, technology, geography, climate, fine and performing arts. 

Learners recognize and identify a few typical 
practices of the target culture. 

Community life and expectations of citizens compared to life and citizenry in the U.S., reasons for and 
patterns of animal migration, changes to human life because of technology, impact of geography on 
individuals, the outcomes of climate change on the target people, reflection of a society in its fine and 
practical arts. 
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